


OPEN AND PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT

Utah Code Ann. § 52

The Public’s Business Should Be Done in
Public!



INTENT OF OPEN
MEETINGS LAW

It 1s the intent of the Legislature that
school boards, which are political
subdivisions:

* Take their actions openly; and

* Conduct their deliberations openly.

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-102
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means a
simple majority of the
membership of the school
board for the transaction
of official business.

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-103 & § 53G-4-203



I"#3%& 0%
#%*++$&,-.

"4(3#, (hd%h)*, 54
+6l-+ (40
5#)3%6* , 57

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-103




"HS%&' DS #Yo*++$&, -

| "HE%0& (#) *$&+$,$-./0)%$/&12$3",3%",45/&3"$0#*) 40, 3) (#$, 1$#5#%.3) (#$
6#4-&'4)/)0)3)#4$)+7

89  '&$-./0)%$+. 1464S$,--6&-6),3#1$+&6SH5-#'1)3.64#$1.6)*$3"#$3) 7
3"H#$-./0)%$/&12$)4$% & (HH#1:$,'1

8))9$ 3"#5$-./0)%%$/812$)4$%8& (HEDS068.6$3"#$1)4%.44)&'$8&6$
):-0##'3,3)&'$&+$1:))436,3) (#$&6$8&-#6,3)&',05:,3F#64

8<9 +&6%$=")%"$'&$+&6:,05,%3)&'$/2$3"#$-./0)%$/&12%$)4%
64#>.)6#1;$&6

829% 3",3$=8.01%'&3$%8& #S/H+&6HS3 H#S-./0)%$/&125+&6$
1)4%.44)& $&6$,%3)&' @

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-103



81 (+69* , 5+ ¢
- th)* , 5-

HSI6&'S"($)F S+, &

/00$"1'($2")3(45$5*%00$6'S
&' "&-"-$73)*$7&3))'($23(#)'58

I"H$96&'()%*++,9%/ Q1023



"H$%& H& *$+$,-.(/&
0$%8&1$)&2-38%(2"%4/&
"5$6)&*%3)(/) (%7

"H'$$ 968! (8)S(" ($+&
o

"#SHN&'

%6 ()*+,-.(*+).().//




"HS% & () H+&
-$.5/#

- ($&+/0(/"'&12(&2+*&
3"/&4+562'&(/&+&2('&
7849&8'*&"73+$$+**8/6;¢
1+*&4+562'&8/&+&7(7"'&
(H&P, & (. (1#%/%&<&1+*¢
1$(/6;=




"HE%6& ("Y6)+" - &8
[01"2)3"&1,"3-.2"

- $&/)%.0%12348/%())$&* #8964 (21318

1.(-"9113'2/:

-1"<)3'(1",-.&&"
IOt

"3-1"9113'2/=

Utah Code Anne 52-4-202



https://www.bridgespan.org/insights/library/organizational-effectiveness/unproductive-meetings-maybe-its-your-agenda
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

" H#$%& ()*+,&(-&
+((%&0($128&3,,)*"45

A school board which holds regular meetings
that are scheduled in advance over the course
of a year shall give public notice !"#$%!&"#
'()%#%!)*#+%lof its !((,!$#-%%". (/#
&)*%0,$%Hprovided in this section.

The annual public notice shall specify the
0!"% ".-%, and 1%$!)%of the scheduled
meetings.

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-202
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* Posting written notice at the principal
office of the school board (district
office), or 1f no principal office exists, at
the building where the meeting will be

! "#$%"$&' ()$ . held.

Posting written notice on the Utah

*"%'_|_) $" ,$ Public Website.
: * Providing notice to at least one
-)) % / newspaper of general circulation within

the geographic jurisdiction of the school
district or to a local media
correspondent.

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-202
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* Provide members of the school board
instructions on how to connect to the
meeting at least 24 hours in advance.

* Provide space and facilities at an
anchor location for members of the
public to attend.

e Post written notice of the electronic
meeting at the anchor location.

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-207
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The Meeting Notice shall
contain the following:

* A statement describing the
board president’s decision to
not have an anchor location.

* A summary of the facts upon
which the board president
based his decision.

* Information on how a
member of the public may
attend the meeting remotely
by electronic means.

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-207
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The %2)%1".'(# this rule is if you are
interviewing or discussing the character and
competence of a person seeking to fill a midterm
vacancy on the school board. Those interviews
and discussions must be held in public.

I"#$%8&' ()%*++ %/ QL02.
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https://researchoutreach.org/articles/integrating-social-media-csr-strategic-planning-competitive-advantage/
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Strategy sessions to discuss the &!$%#'3#4%!$#14'1%4"+
including any form of a water right or water shares, if:

.

Public discussion of the transaction
would disclose the appraisal or
estimated value of the property under
consideration; or

Prevent the public body from
completing the transaction on the
best possible terms;

The public body previously gave
public notice that the property would
be offered for sale; and

The terms of the sale are publicly
disclosed before the public body
approves the sale.
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Strategy Sessions to e —
discuss pending or =
reasonably imminent
litigation.
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Closed
meetings must
be recorded!




If the school board 1s discussing the
of an individual or the deployment
or personnel, then the meeting does
not need to be recorded.

However, the board president must sign a sworn
statement that the sole purpose of the meeting was to
discuss one of the two approved reasons.
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* A court may void any action taken by the board in an
illegal meeting.

* Sued to compel compliance and payment of
attorney’s fees.

* Guilty of a Class B Misdemeanor 1if a board member
{mowmgly or intentionally violates closed meeting
aw.

Utah Code Ann. § 52-4-302, § 52-4-303, and § 52-4-305 v
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